Propranolol absorption in peptic ulcer disease.
This study was designed to determine whether gastroduodenal ulcer influences propranolol absorption. Eleven patients with peptic ulcer disease and eight healthy subjects received 80 mg of propranolol orally. Serum propranolol levels were measured with high-performance liquid chromatography. Ulcer patients showed a significant decrease in mean peak concentration of propranolol (90 +/- 12 ng/ml versus 151 +/- 23 ng/ml) (p < 0.025), in the absorption constant (1.43 +/- 0.21 h-1 versus 0.96 +/- 0.12 h-1) (p < 0.05), and in the area under concentration-time curve (802 +/- 129 ng/ml.h versus 492 +/- 73 ng/ml.h) (p < 0.05). No significant difference was seen in drug effect on the heart at 90 min. We conclude that propranolol is absorbed more slowly in ulcer patients than in healthy subjects, but this delay has no clinical effect after a single dose.